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K A1 March 15,1901 

History of the British ship Mersey, which arrived at Reedy Island Quaran- 
tine from Calcutta, having had cholera on board. 

Eeedy Island Quarantine, 
Via Port Penn, Del., March 5, 1901. 

Sie : I have the honor to report as follows concerning the British 
ship Mersey, undergoing partial disinfection at this quarantine by your 
approval. 

The Mersey is an iron, full-rigged ship, of about 1,500 tons, and is 
what is known as a coolie ship ; that is, she is engaged in carrying 
contract coolie laborers from India to the Demerara sugar plantations. 

On board the coolies sleep in the 'tween-deck space, or what is called 
the coolies' deck, but are fed and kept on the main deck as much as 
possible. Their drinking water (of which each is allowed one-half 
gallon daily) is distilled aboard ship, but the cooking water is taken 
on at Calcutta. The hospital is located on the main deck, entirely 
separated from the coolie deck. 

A round trip on this ship is, as a rule, made once a year, the vessel 
leaving Calcutta in September, usually, with coolies and rice, and with 
good weather arriving at Demerara in December, where the coolies are 
discharged with more or less of the rice cargo, the remainder of this 
cargo being left at other British West Indian ports, and the vessel com- 
ing on to a United States port to load case oil for Calcutta. On Sep- 
tember 2, 1900, the Mersey left Calcutta for Demerara with a cargo of 
rice and 686 coolies — men, women, and children. I understand that by 
government regulation these coolies are held in a depot of observation 
(a camp of detention) for twenty one days before sailing, so as to pre- 
vent the embarkation of cases of cholera or plague in the stage of incu- 
bation. The captain informs me, however, that this detention or 
isolation is not as strict and complete as it should be. 

On September 5, a coolie woman, age 24, was taken ill with cholera 
and died within twelve hours. September 6 there were 3 deaths from 
the same disease. September 7 the entire coolie deck space was fumi- 
gated with sulphur, using 50 pounds for the purpose. Cholera deaths 
thereafter occurred as follows : September 9, 2 deaths ; September 11, 
3 deaths ; September 17, 1 death ; September 19, 1 death ; September 
20, 3 deaths ; September 21, 2 deaths ; September 22, 1 death ; Septem- 
ber 25, 1 death. On September 28 the coolie space was again fumigated 
with sulphur dioxide. 

The measures taken for the suppression of cholera, so far as I can 
learn from the captain (the ship's surgeon being left in Demerara), were 
isolation of sick and suspects, thorough cooking of all food, immediate 
disinfection of dejecta, and extremely early burial along with all effects 
of each fatal case. 

The stamping out of this disease so promptly on the vessel, crowded 
as she was, is, I think, worthy of mention and praise. 

During the voyage, there were 19 deaths from other causes, all among 
coolies, the crew remaining well throughout the entire time. 

On November 29, the Mersey arrived at Demerara, and after destroy- 
ing, by order of the port authorities, all coolie clothing, bathing coolies, 
and disinfecting tanks, landed her coolies and part of her cargo. She 
left Demerara on December 8, and arrived at Barbados on December 
11. At the latter place she was held in partial quarantine, discharging 
her remaining cargo of rice and taking in ballast. While here, her 
water tanks were cleaned, disinfected (?), and refilled. She sailed for 
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Philadelphia on January 12, 1901. On arrival at this station the crew 
were found well with no evidence of disease among them. As there 
had been no formal disinfection, however, since the occurrence of the 
cholera, and as the coolie deck and hospital were found tightly closed, 
it was decided, in spite of the five months that had elapsed since the 
last case of cholera, to hold the vessel for disinfection of the coolie deck, 
hospital, and water tanks. This procedure you sanctioned by telegram. 
The vessel is now undergoing sulphuring of 'tween- deck space, formal- 
dehyding of hospital, and boiling out of water tanks. She will be prat- 
iqued at 8 a. m., the 5th instant. 

Respectfully, T. F. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

SmaUpox in, Los Angeles, Cat 

Los Angeles, Cal., March 2, 1901. 

Sik : I have the honor to report that 3 cases of smallpox have been 
found in this city during the past week. The first of the 3 cases was 
found seven days ago — a recent arrival from El Paso, Tex. ; the second 
case occurred four days ago, coming from Tucson, Ariz. ; the third case 
was found two days ago, bhe origin of this case being unknown. Two 
previous cases of smallpox were reported to the Bureau by the city 
health officer, Dr. Powers. In all of the 5 cases the disease has been 
of the mild type prevalent in many localities throughout the United 
States ; the origin of the cases has been traced in all but 1 case to Texas 
or New Mexico. The patients came into the city on the railroads. 

Through the courtesy of the city health officer, Dr. Powers, I have 
seen the methods employed in handling these cases and other more 
common infectious diseases, and beg leave to express the opinion that 
there is no danger from these smallpox cases to the inhabitants of Los 
Angeles by reason of the thoroughness of the work of the city health 
officer. 

Respectfully, Hill Hastings, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. M. S. 

Train-inspection service at Vanceboro, Me. 

Vanoeboeo, Me., February 23, 1901. 
Sib: During the week ended February 23, 1901, I have inspected 
all passeDger trains arriving at this point from Canada. I have found 
several passengers coming from the vicinity of quarantined districts, 
all of whom had been recently vaccinated. Since my last report, I 
have learned of only 1 newly-infected district in a small village about 
4 miles from Memramcook. I hope to learn more definitely in a very 
few days, the exact condition throughout the Province, in which case I 
will send you a supplementary report. 

Respectfully, M. L. Young, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 

Vanoeboeo, Me., March 2, 1901. 
Sib : For the week ended March 2, I have to report inspection of all 
passenger trains arriving at this point from New Brunswick. I found 
several passengers without baggage from the vicinity of infected dis- 
tricts, all of whom had been quite recently vaccinated. In reply to 



